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AN ECONOMIC COMPARISON STUDY OF EXPLOITATION
PATTERNS AND AGRICULTURAL RESETTLEMENT IN
EGYPT

Abd El Magsoud, A. M. and A. M. R. El- Sabaa
Dept. Agric. Economics - Faculty of Agriculture., Ain Shams University

ABSRACT

Different patterns and polices of exploitation and resettlement were
applied in the reclaimed land, Some of these patterns were more concerned
with social aspects, where others were more concerned with national
economic aspects, Some useful lessons and experiences could be concluded
from the past cases of patterns and policies of reclaimed land exploitation
and agricultural resettlement, these may be summarized as follows:
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e Unrealistic Plans and targets of land reclamation which resulted in a
significant negative gab between the targeted and actual reclaimed area.

e Large degree of imbalance between economic and social consideration in
allocating new land among different patterns of exploitation from a period to
another since the early 1960’s.

e Poor economic performance of different social patterns of reclaimed land
exploitation and resettlement was a Common Phenomena along the whole
Period since 1960’s. The distributed reclaimed lands among social groups
became a typical type of the old traditional agricultural land with its same
feature of economic and managerial inefficiency, and suffer from its same
Problems and obstacles such as fragmentation, low farmers income,
absence of formers associations and poor or absence of supporting
services and facilities.

e Absence or Weakness of institutional, Legislative and regulatory frame
work, as well as a stable policy for reclaimed land exploitation and
resettlement, which result in irrational allocation and inefficient use of
agricultural land from national point of view. This also lead to make
reclaimed land in latest few decades a field of misconduct and corruption
with an extreme negative impact on land reclamation policy and
performance since the early 2000's .

On the light of past experience analysis , lessons learned, and also on the
light of the imposed demographic, developmental and socio — economical
factors, there are some vital considerations governing present and future
directions and policies regarding agriculture in reclaimed land exploitation
and settlement in Egypt. the most important Considerations include:

e The Increasing scarcity of water recourses imposed the issues of
rationalization and maximization of Socio-economic efficiency in allocating
and using these precious resources from macro level point of view. Thus,
the needed policies and patterns of exploitation and agricultural
resettlement have to be designed to ensure such considerations.

e In all cases, it seems very essential to develop and contrive models for
agricultural land exploitation and resettlement which avoid the chronic
problem of land fragmentation, and to achieve the maximum benefits of
large scale agricultural projects.

¢ Policies and patterns of agricultural land exploitation and resettlement must
include a suitable degree of flexibility and diversity to fit different model for
different reclamation regions or sites, regarding each site factors of social,
economical and ecological aspects.

e It is very essential for all exploitation and agricultural selltement policies
and plans to be realistic, stable and integrated, as well as considering the
greatest possible balance between social and economical objectives.

e Government role is very important in this concern, not only to set policies
and regulations, but also to :

Provide supporting services,Doing continuous monitoring and evaluation job
for all Projects, patterns, and Policies, Setting the complementary and
integrated interventions and policies related to; land and water use,
agricultural investment climate, contracting agriculture, small farmers
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associations, agricultural marketing modernization, efficient agricultural
information and communication system, agricultural credit, and other
relevant policies and issues for intervention.

The study suggested a framework of directions and considerations
for the exploitation and settlement patterns of agricultural reclaimed land as
the following:

1 - The pattern of investment projects with relatively large amplitudes as a
pattern top efficiency in the exploitation of natural agricultural resources,
and more oriented towards modern agricultural methods. To be the
possession of these projects to investors, either individuals or corporate
ownership or right of use by site conditions, and under the conditions and
safeguards that prevent misconduct, exploitation, or deviation from the
societal goals of the Agricultural Development.

2 - The pattern of agricultural companies contribute, which can accommodate
many of the social groups and small investors smallholder or medium each,
and each holder of a number of shares that are commensurate with the
area of its own within the framework of the company's contribution is the
separation of ownership and management. In this type can reach the total
area of each company's contribution to several thousands of acres,
representing the holders of the general assembly of the company and that
you set the board of directors of the company specializes. And have the
opportunity available to any holders of the membership of the Board of
Directors or took a job in the company or work out in case it has the
conditions for holding any of these sites. And give every shareholder
returns on its shares as determined by the general assembly of the
proportions of the profits distributed, in addition to the wages of workers in
the company between the holders or their relatives. And achieve the
benefits of this style of mass production and economic efficiency and
administrative at the same time realized that the social considerations of
expanding the scope of ownership and provide an opportunity to own
property of the agricultural lands of the categories and many sectors of
society without facing the problem of risk fragmentation possessory.

3 -The pattern of settlement agriculture in the framework of cooperative
societies developed, and involves this type tend to be suitable to provide
the facilities and the provision of facilities and services that serve the social
and economic aspects of the resettlement of agricultural, must be focused
this pattern in the vicinity of the valley and the Delta in order to facilitate the
transition process, production and marketing, rather than capacity
vulnerable to these social groups.

4 - Style integrated among young graduates and users and between medium-
sized companies and is this type of patterns that depend on the integration
of these two categories to benefit from the advantages of both young
graduates and users and between medium-sized companies, including
taking into account the systems and patterns of exploitation of land
reclaimed appropriate degree of diversity and flexibility among regions and
different regions, and various projects, according to environmental
conditions and spatial and demographic for each region or area or project.
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