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The Role of Local Community Development Associations in Facing Poverty in Some Villages
in Kafr El-Sheikh Governorate

Tiesseer K. Bazina
Rural Community Research Department, Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Research Institute, ARC.

ABSTRACT

The research aimed at identifying the benefit level of the heads of poor rural households from economic, health,
educational, environmental, and social activities carried out by the local community development associations for facing
the problem of poverty, identifying the relative importance of these five activities, identifying the obstacles that limit the
heads of households from benefiting of these activities, and their suggestions to overcome these obstacles. The research
was conducted on a systematic random sample of 114 heads of households represented 10% of the total heads of
households registered in the records of the community development associations in the three studied villages. Data were
collected during August and September 2017 by using a questionnaire through the personal interview. Data were
presented through frequencies, percentages, means, weighted arithmetic mean, and alpha coefficient. The research
revealed the following results: 1- The results showed that 52.6%, 59.6%, 66.7%, 51.8% and 62.3% of the heads of poor
rural households were in low category of benefit from economic, health, educational, environmental and social activities
carried out by the local community development associations for facing the problem of poverty, in that order. 2- The
studied activities can be arranged in descending order as follows: economic activities in the top; followed by health
activities, educational activities, environmental activities, social activities, in that order. 3- The most important obstacles
that limit the heads of poor rural households from the benefit of the activities of the local community development
associations for facing the problem of poverty were respectively: the limited budget of the association to meet the needs of
the poor 68.4%, the association does not open classes for illiteracy for the uneducated poor 61.4%, and not enough health
services provided by the association 54.4%.4- The most important suggestions to overcome that obstacles were,
respectively: supporting the financial capacity of the association by the government and the people to enable it to help the
poor and eliminate the problem of poverty 84.2%, forming committees to determine the deserving people to get support
and help from the association and determining Their actual needs 80.7%, and establishing projects that generate income
for the association and the poor which suit with their needs and their possibilities77.2%.
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