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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE EXPOSURE TO
EXTENSION INFORMATION SOURCES AND FARMERS
BEHAVIOR CONCERNING MAINTENANCE AND
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES "A FIELD
STUDY AT TWO VILLAGES IN DAKAHLIA GOVERNORATE"

Ghozy, Rabab W. A.
Agric. Extension and Rural Sociology Dept., Fac. Agric., Mansoura Univ.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the relationship of exposure to extension
information sources and the components of farmers’ behavior concerning the
maintenance and conservation of natural resources in the study area. To
achieve this objective, the following sub-objectives were formulated:

1. Identifying the level of respondents’ exposure to the studied practices in
the through the information sources studied.

2. ldentifying the relative importance of the information sources studied and
their relationship with the components of farmers’ behavior (knowledge -
attitudes - practices).

3. Identifying the differences in average scores of knowledge, attitudes and
practices of farmers in the fields studied, according to the repeated
exposure to information sources studied.

The current study was carried out in Dakahlia Governorate. Two
villages were selected intentionally. Sherengash village, Talkha district, and
EL-Saadia village, Sherbin district were selected. Data has been collected
from respondents by using a personal interview questionnaire. Occasion
sample was selected amounted to (277) farmers whom represent about (8%)
of he study universe. Data were analyzed statistically to draw the conclusions
of the study by using frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, and (F) test.
The study found a number of important results:

1. The vast majority of surveyed farmers did not exposed to the information
regarding the practices studied through any of the ten studied source of
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information. The percentages of unexposed respondents in the fields of
soil conservation and fertility maintenance, rationalize the use of irrigation
water, and keep irrigation water from pollution, the use of animals and
crop wastes, and the rational use of pesticides ranging between 91.9%,
95.18%, 94.5%, 95.5%, and 94.98%, respectively.

2.The three components of behavior (knowledge - attitudes - practices) were
changed together regardless of the type of source that exposes them to
farmers respondents- 13 practices out of 37 practices studied
representing 35.13%.

3. The change rate of each source of exposure to the three components of
behavior together (knowledge - attitudes - practices) ranged between 1-
practices, where the television, the press, the extension agent, parents,
and neighbors, and dealers of production supplies contributed in the
change of (3) practices each. Radio, posters, and extension Journal
contributed in the change of two practices, and finally video and extension
pamphlets changed only one practice.

4. The use of pesticides alternatives, and soil-laser equilibrium came as the
most practices that the studied information sources highly changed their
components of behavior. The respondents were exposed to these
practices through 4-5 sources of information.

i) axSady W18

5y saciall daala — el 3 2408 Jeall Hlae 33ana / 2]
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