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Abstract

Historic Cairo is rich with its monuments and its valuable attributes that made the city not only the capital of the
Muslim World but also one of the earliest urban ensembles that was included in the World Heritage List. Its 1979
international recognition was based on its historical, archeological and urban outstanding values. The area of Old
Cairo is one of the very interesting urban pockets within the perimeter of the Site, since it entails evidences of the
early establishment during the Roman and Christian times expressed in the Babylon Fort, along with evidences of
early arrival of the Muslims expressed in al-Fustat archaeological site and the Mosque of Amr Ibn, as well as
attributes from all other Islamic Dynasties and landmarks of the modern time such as the Church of Saint Georges
built on top of the western gate of the Roman Fort. This made Old Cairo including 18% of the total monuments of
Cairo. After long years of degradation during the nineteenth and early twentieth century, many buildings were
registered as monuments, and the area was re-discovered as being of high the architectural and archeological
values. Programs of rehabilitation and restoration were devised and implemented mostly focused on the area of the
Babylon fort, located towards the east of the rail road (Helwan - Cairo) that was constructed at the end of the
nineteenth century. This rail road, currently used for a metro line separated the Nile from the area, delineated quite
a large urban fabric that was developed east of it as being of lesser importance, and thus received no heritage
recognition attention. The few and scattered valuable attributes that still remain in the area west of the metro line
makes it crucial to intervene specially because this area is an inseparable component of Old Cairo that is included
in the World Heritage recognition.
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The concept of conservation of urban areas is gaining quite a weight latterly in the World, after the profession
evolved from being directed to save and protect single historic buildings to include the surrounding perimeters and
urban fabric. The later are considered of important determinant parameters on how to reuse historic buildings and
how to interpret their values. The matter gets complicated when we try to introduce modern services and
infrastructure that the historic city was never designed for. This inclusion can easily lead to major disfiguration of
the historic built fabric if they are not done with no attention to conservation principles. The issue is usually is how
to introduce those without affecting on the values that are needed to be preserved and interpreted, and without
losing the space traditional identity.

This research aims to studying how to introduce modern urban services in the area located west of the metro line in
a way that would accentuate the valuable attributes that are still preserved. The objective is to restore the balance
between the status of the area of Balylon Fort acquired throughout many conservation projects with those which
were marginalized throughout the recent years so that both can express the outstanding values of the world
heritage site. This study is part of a master's thesis titled (Shaping the Urban Context to Revitalize Historic Cities:
a Study on Cairo District) that is conducted in the Faculty of Engineering Shabin al-Kom - University of
Menoufia,
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