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Abstract:

Over the past decades the interest in environmental issues and their economic consequences has increased;
developed countries started to implement new methods for achieving sustainability in building and construction
sectors. Nonetheless, the role of landscape, open spaces and the sustainability of their design is underestimated,
despite being a complementary factor to the built environment, and despite offering larger spaces compared to the
constructivism area. On another note, these spaces act as central point for users’ interaction with the external
environment, together with their ability in achieving social and environmental balance, attaining the visual and
aesthetic values and possessing urban and functional characteristics.

The current study aims to set some principles for achieving sustainability in landscape architecture by looking at the
first certified system in the United States that is used to evaluate the design, construction and maintenance of
sustainable sites (SITES V2 Rating System - For Sustainable Land Design and Development). The study will also
analyze some of the models evaluated and certified by SITES V2.

Finally, the study will describe and evaluate the environmental performance of some universities squares in Egypt
and the research outcomes will help in prioritizing the features to be considered while enhancing the sustainability
efforts in landscape architecture, finally we will conclude some perceptions and proposals that can help this area to
evolve in the future.

Key Words: Sustainability - Landscape Architecture - SITES V2 Rating System - Egypt — Universiti
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