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THE POTENTIALS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EGYPTIAN
ORGANIC AGRICULTURAL EXPORT

Sadek, Enas E.; Naglaa F. I. El-Meliegy; R. M. Goma and
M. T. Abd El-Thaher

Agric. Economics Dept., Fac. Agric., Fayoum University

ABSTRACT

Exports development is considered an important issue and has a
priority in the economic policy in Egypt. Particular attention is recently given
to take care of unsettle trading balance, which has been increased from 17.9
Billion EL. in 1990 to 38.04 Billion EL. during 2008. Accordingly, any trial to
increase the Egyptian agricultural exports would achieve the development
objectives and may also create a powerful national economy supporting
Egypt within the new global aspect. Within this frame, development of organic
agricultural exports especially for vegetables, fruits, medical and aromatic
plants, would increase exportation its additional values.
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In reality, the total Egyptian vegetable and fruit exports value reached
about 2217 million EL. in 2008, while Egyptian organic exports didn't exceed
more than 99.38 million EL. in the same year. However, the percentage
importance of vegetable and fruit exports achieved only 7.5% out of total
exportations; it is therefore, considered low compared with the whole
Egyptian capabilities including vegetables and fruits.

Problem of the study concentrated on the shortage of vegetable and
fruit, medical and aromatic plants exports in particular the organic ones,
where global rates of organic exports are increasing exceeding more than 3 —
5% per year; they are considered high rates compared with other inorganic
goods.

The problem becomes more obvious when total international trading
size for organic products has increased compared with other inorganic
products. This, in fact, is threatening the Egyptian products development; so
Egyptian organic exports should be developed and up to date with
international level.

Moreover, this discussed the import countries' situations in relation to
guantity and value, for example; Italy is the highest import country of Kidney
beans, Germany is the highest imported country of medical and aromatic
plants, and the United Kingdom is the highest imported country of Grape.
Finally, an ideal distribution of the Egyptian organic exportation products is
included by approximately 210.012 Billion EL., 6.839 Billion EL., 18.419
Billion EL., 848.49 Billion EL. for Grapes, Kidney beans, and Camomile,
respectively.
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