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An Economic Study of Onion Production and Exporting in Egypt
Raafat, M. 1. M.
Agricultural Economics Research Institute

ABSTRACT

Onion is one of the most important the crops in Egypt, both at the level of domestic consumption or at the level of agricultural
exports, Egypt enjoys a comparative advantage and is very competitive in onion production compared to many countries, Onions are grown
in Egypt in three winter, summer and Nile varieties, Winter accounts for 91% The volume of onion exports is estimated at about 515
thousand tons estimated at about 193,9 million dollars in 2016.The problem of the study is that due to the economic importance of onion
crop in Egypt in addition to its export importance and its role in providing foreign exchange, we find the fluctuation of cultivated areas by
onion between decline and rise every several years at the level of Sharkia in particular and the republic in general, which affects the
instability of production And the value of Egyptian exports of onions.The study aims at shedding light on the onion production in Egypt and
Sharkia Governorate and the study of economic indicators for onion production in the study sample and the development of the quantity and
value of Egyptian onion exports and the geophysical distribution of onion exports and the most important international markets for Egyptian
onions.The research depended on the method of economic analysis descriptive and quantitative analysis, interpretation and description of
economic variables and some measures and indicators of economic efficiency to produce onion crop in the two study centers in Sharkia and
some export indicators of onions.The study focused on two main sources of data, the first secondary data and the second preliminary data for
the field study conducted through questionnaire form compiled by the interview of the onion farmers in Sharkia governorate.The results
showed that the average winter onion area is about 122,5 thousand feddan and the average total area of onion is 151,1 thousand feddan and
the average total production is about 2 million tons, which exports 329 thousand tons during the period from 2000 to 2016, The most
important foreign markets are the Saudi, Russian, Kuwaiti and Jordanian markets .
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