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An Exploratory Study for the Current Status of Crocodiles in Lake Nasser and its Impact on
Fish Stock

El-Katan, M. S.
Department of Economics and Human Development - Faculty of Fish & Fisheries Technology - Aswan University.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to study the current status of crocodiles in Lake Nasser, and its impact on fish stock, and the possibility of their
investment. The data were collected using the interview guide by the focus group discussion from January to March 2018 for a
convenience sample of 58 respondents, the data obtained has been processed and analyzed using the qualitative method, which is based
on the daily review of the data, their order, their summary, and their connection to the nonverbal notes recorded. The results showed a
positive interaction between the target groups, although their views differed towards the subject of the study, This led to the generation of
the greatest amount of information, which reflects the difference in the level of knowledge, which was high among the group of
respondents in the crocodile unit while it was low among the fishermen groups, which resulted in the following points: 1 - The Nile
crocodile is the only species located in all parts of the lake along the coastal area, and it is the second largest crocodile species after the
saltwater crocodile 1n size, and the actual number of crocodiles detected in the lake of 6000 - 30,000 crocodile (above the land and under
water ). 2 - The results showed wrongly the belief that crocodiles consume large quantities of fish, and estimates of the crocodile food on
large quantities of fish do not represent the reality, as the daily rate of crocodile food is not yet known, and the dissection of adult
crocodile and estimate the content of the stomach about half a kilo grams of food does not reflect the actual consumption rate of food,
and they do not eat daily because the metabolism of crocodile is very slow, as well as they never eat in the winter which spend in the sun.
3- Crocodiles also occupy an important part of the lake ecosystem by achieving ecological balance and preserving the biological
diversity of fish stock assessment by feeding on economic fish predators, as well as feeding on dead animals in the lake. Crocodile waste
also increases the dissolved nutrients in Water, which increases the productivity of natural food, which is the main food for fish. 4-
Crocodiles are also considered to be a promising investment field in Egypt through the adoption of crocodile farms and crocodile parks,
and it is possible to benefit from its multiple products in trade and export like many countries in the world.
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