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THE COMPETITOR COUNTRIES IN THE IMPORTING
MARKETS- CASE STUDY OF EGYPTIAN POTATOES
EXPORTS.

Mahmoud, Kh. S. T.
Agric. Economics Dept., Fac. ::::Agric., Menoufia University

ABSTRACT

The literature of Egyptian agricultural economics suffers from a tangible lack of
studies which aim to build a new indicator for measuring the competitiveness of
agricultural exports. The most common deficiencies of recently applied
competitiveness indicators are:

- Numbers of these indicators are static indicators based on means, and not
considering the trend of exports quantity and value.

- Numbers of these indicators depend on calculation of instability coefficient, which
ignore the sign of result, and therefore can not determine the trend of phenomenon.

The main objective of this research is building new indictors for ranking the
competitor countries in the importing markets during a specified period. The first rank
of competitor countries will be done according to static indicator for competitiveness,
which is based on calculation of geometric mean of market shares, whereas the
modified rank based on the dynamic indicator for competitiveness, which is obtained
through estimating the growth rate of these market shares. Egyptian potatoes is one
of most important agricultural exports which its competitiveness will be examined
through applying the new indicators. The Egyptian potatoes ranked the fourth among
other agricultural exports and shared 10% of the total value of agricultural exports,
which estimated by billion 1.8 US$ in 2008. The main recommendation of the
research is to extend of applying the new indicator for including more countries and
commodities, because it is characterized by many advantages among these are:

- Itis not affected by changing units of measurement (which used in the calculations
of the quantity or value), in which due to its relativity.

- Itis not affected by changing prices used in the calculations of the values of current
to a fixed or vice versa.

- It is calculated depending on market shares of imports, which express the quantity
of commodity, already entered into the imported markets.

- The function used to estimate the rate of growth of market shares, is the
exponential function, because it is the only function that gives the same results,
whether applied to market shares directly, or after conversion of these to
percentages.

Gl asgaly olé

b gaial) daala — 4o ) A4 Al i daaa daaaf 3]
4ol )30 Gigad) 38 A (el O g [ 2]

1306



