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A study of the employment status of rural girls
in some villages of Alexandria and El- Behira governorates

Dr. Amany Abd EI-Monem

This study aims mainly at identifying the working status for
rural girls - in terms that they are workers, unemployed or unwilling to
work. The study was conducted in the villages of Second Abees and
Fourth Abees in Alexandria, and Al-Bayda and Monshat Amer
villages in Kafr Dawar district in EI-Behira governorate.

The sample was composed of 156 girls aged between 17 and
30 years old, so that they were not enrolled in school or dropped out,
or have completed their studies, i.e. not enrolled in any stage of
education. Data were collected through pre-tested questionnaire to
achieve the study objectives. Several statistical methods were used to
achieve the objectives of the study.

Major findings of the study can be summarized as follows:

1- 25.5% of respondents are workers, and 43.6% of them are
unemployed and 35.9% of them are unwilling to work.

2- The most important reasons for admission of respondents to
employment are: helping the family and increasing their income
(46.6%), purchasing personal needs and requirements of marriage
(40.6%), spending leisure time (28.1%), self fulfillment (21.9%),
and serving the country (9.4%).

3- 37.5% of respondents are employed, 28.1% work at trade, and
21.9% of them are non-agricultural workers or domestic servants.

4- The most important problems of work are: arguments with the
employer (37.5%) and exhaustion at work (18.8%).

5- The most important reasons for the desire of unemployed
respondents for work are: helping the family and raising the
standard of living (85.3%), purchasing personal needs and
requirements of marriage (32.4%), and self-fulfillment (14.7%).

6- Results indicates that the most important jobs that unemployed
respondents prefer are: a project for sewing, knitting or crochet
(67.6%), any appropriate job for her or for her qualification
(45.6%), teaching (27.9%), a formal job in the government
(22.1%), a worker in a factory (20.6%), a saleswoman in a shop
(16.2%), and an agricultural worker (5.9%).
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7- The most important problems and obstacles facing unemployed
respondents are: rejection by the family (76.5%), husband's refusal
(35.3%), lack of job opportunities within the village (17.6%), and
unsuitable work schedule (11.8%).

8- Results shows that the most important reasons for the
unwillingness of some respondents to work are: rejection by
family or fiancée (32.1%), hating work (25%), and lack of time
due to household duties (21%), and high economic level and not
needing to work (16.1%).

The study was concluded with a discussion of its important
findings and some recommendations were proposed.



